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25X1 Literature

l, Only rarely does & Soviet citizen own a library which exceeds his professional
needs, The public and loan libraries, howsver, are used to their limit and are
slways crowded, Most of the books in them, as in all libraries in the USSR,are
political, The Soviets read a great deal, partly because they are interested
and partly because they must be well informed; particularly on political topics,
if they wish to pass the many qualifying emaminations in order to be eligible
for an advanced position in any fleld., & person cannot become an electronics
enginesr unless he is closely acquainted with the theories of Marx, Engels,
end Lenin; it is as important for a chemlstry student to be informed on the
crisis in Iran as it i3 for him to know chemical formulas. Current politicsl
topios are treated in pamphlets which are zold weekly and which are available in-
every publis library, Although pamphlets and books can be read in the libraries,
they are more often taken out and,incidentelly, are usually returned in a dirty
and torn condition. The scope and Importance of political literature is
emphasized by the fact that even our children attending German specialistas?!
schools had 1o make speeches concerning vurrent politlcal developments, and
theréfore had to read about developments in Korea, Egypt, or Indo~China.
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Seientific literature is second in volums %o pelitical literature in

the PUSSR. The scientific libraries in Moscow have anm almost complete
assoriment of the scientific literature of the world, both im the -
Russien and in the original languages. Our.library at the Institute
was locsted in s room about 20 m x. 20 Wy and was filled with many -
beoks and foreign periodicals (eap,;ecially British and US), which had
been shipped to Fryszina from the dismantled Osram, Tungaram, and
OSW plents. The publication date of most of the foreign maiterial was
prior to 1935; there were no German books that had been published
betwesn 1954~-1945, There were about the same gaps in the Soviet

following the war brought all of the important books. and -periodicals

of foreign countrieg--partioularly those of ‘England, France, the United
States; and later .Germany. Standsrd foreign works are immediately
trenslated into Ruseian, customarily without regard for copyrights.
The translations are éanex:ally quite adeguate, but they frequently
contain mistakes. Thege mistakes; eg, printing incorrect figures,
tables; etoc, often caused the childish errors committed by engineers,
who eccept the translations %o be as infallibla a8 ithe teschings of

The guality of the many availahle original Soviet books is faitly good.
tione are

- -All.book# are published in small editions, but the edi:

;Wmtammm,‘mn.mmmm@&mmwymmw ‘
individusdl buysrs. Frices are very low; a largs scientifie boak of

. ahout €00 pages with tahles and charts costs less than 25 rubles--

the.price of & kilogram of buttem.  The print and the pictures in gueh
books are of wery pooar quality, hogever. The Soviet soientific books.

$here was suah 2 reference book that deslt with fubes. T3
current information on evary itype of tumbe that had aver hesn .made

 _snymhere in the warld. Similar hosks sxist on telewdision switohes, .

and.many eiher subjests.  The Savieis also itranslste some fechnical

| -books into Bussgian end then sdd. their ownm eppeandizes. in whioh thg

newest reenlts afzmmhuaﬂimmuda

: [ | Oxide.
- Qathodes , written by a Gepman soientigt Hermann Wagner in 1944, had .

been translated by Zeriov im Fryazino. Zariov sdded several
in whiak ha desoribed impulse cathodes and the results of

©  chapters
‘.mmwwwlﬂ.m‘

4

Institute 160 hed & complate library of Soviet parisdicals which
dealt with ell phases of development and production of tubes.

- Rareign periocdicale wars also swailebls, but they wars
- -and scoetimes lines or sntire pages mere deletad.

! -the ‘oensor hed objected to, hesauss,in sorsening
- 0T §he ald perincdioals which had been dismantled from Osram
: ted to dsleie. itha same .seotions
The partis that had been ous out
LLy concernad oonditions im the USSR.

‘,I.M.-

uxanium in the USSR fram “Qhemicsl and Industrisl News". .In ancther
jnatanse, ihe censor had dsleted an artials from a German pearisdical,
“Deutashe Funkteohnik", in which the Hoviet radio sets xmhioh had
baan axhibited et ﬁhnhipﬂg Falr were axiticiced. ”m s »le
periodicals "Popuisr Solencs" and "Popular Meghanias" wers. axalilal

At the Tomtiiube until 1948, . Tha Soviets removed these magasines
Irom the shelves afier 1948, hoth in omw library at Fryazino and at
Mosoow, beoause wer research was ko longer disoussed and, the
favorite topice were those dealing with the everyday comforts of the

UgA.
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Literature that wag unaveilable at ihe Instituwte in Pryazine conid
be obtained at the Ingtitute library in Moscow, whers it was also
poseible to.sunbseribe to. pericdicals and newspapersi. The Germans
were .genperally accorded the seme ireatment as the Soviets in the
Institude libraries. The only rastricticn<imyosad| 25X1
[ T'ast psrmitted fo enter the sfasks. Hovever, | [To 25X1
obtain permission to do so from the librerian and was a frequent

visitor. [ lall of the literature, even that which

had been dismaniled from Germany, was carefully catalogued and .in

good. order.

Not all fields of seience were equally representad in the libraries
in. the TSSR. While. the collection of physical and chamical
literature was. almest complete, the mediecal literature of fereign
countries showed large gaps. (The field of medicine is ireated
with 1little regard in the USSR and this is shown by the miserable -
salaries which are paid to. "doctors" (actually nedical technicians),
A medical technician receives a maximummonthly salary of about
860 Bubles, while an engineer’s starting salary is.about 1200
Rubles.). Books and periocdicals on modern medical research were.
BB : 2w medieal libraries.. | | 25X1
| 25X1

The German
periodicals YDeutsche Strahlentherapie® and Wirchiv der Pathologie"
were unavailable. Thers were some books in the field of bieophysics
but only a few periedicals. MNassachusetis Insititute of Technology
publications were at our disposal in Moscow, but only Volume 22
treating the subject of plcture tubes) was available in Fryagino.
Our pachalnik (Departmsnt Head), Astrin, had obtained Volume 22
in Moscow rii | 25X1

Customs regulations forbade the taking of technical literature out

of the country. | |the Soviets 25X1
did not want the oufside world to learn about thelir disregard of the
copyright. Original Soviet technical literature, however, could be
l_mmortpd.. | — 25X1

25X1

Aresa meps were unobitainable in the US3R. There was a store in Moscow
which specialized in maps of the world, but no map of the USSR alone.
One of my colleagues found an old Baedecker guidebook of Moscow in
which & map of the oity including the second ring was ahown. He made
_a photocopy of the map--which did not even show the subway system--
and happened to show i1t to a Soviei colleague when asking & question.
He was goon calléd to the office of the personnel manager (office of
‘the First Department) and severely warned. We made our own map of
the surroundings of Fryazino. When one of us found a new rcad or new
area, we insorporated it into our collective map. However, it was-
also discovered by the Soviets and we had to destroy it. Following
our apprehension, we became frightened because a colleague ] | 25X1
who hed disappeared, had been accused of espionage because the Soviets
had found a copy of our map and & photograph showing & bridge in the
vieinity of FryaZino among his belongings. For a while. there was a
map of Korea in our depariment at the Institute, on which the advance
of the Norih Kereans wes marked daily. However, this map dipappeared
after s while. (The maps used in the schools in the USSR shpwed the
latest political developments.)
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The sutlors of fiction im the Russian langnage are divided into
two catdgories, "Russian® and "Soviet®, Tor exampls, Gagol and.
TPolstol are considered "Rusmian® writers (not Dostoevski, who is
not well recsived by the Soviet.government) and Gorki and
Ehrenburg are classified as "Soviet suthors. The writings of
Guetha,'Shaksapsare,.Whiﬁman, Steinbeck, stc, are.alsc found in
Soviet bookstores. Pushkin is the great "Russian™ classic whose
writings are referred to in many speeches and celebrationg.

Propaganda

10.

1l.

i2,

Paper mas very scarce in the USSR. At the time .of .our arrival
in Fryewino, it was so.scarce. thst doctora’ presoriptious were
written on scme kind.of cardboard. snd it w ~almost imposaible
o buy papor.inmawstnxQJ.onrglnpsz.warnmgaxiiculaxlx difficnlt
to obtain, (mhe.Saviats"vnzy_asldnm.uaamsnxalopasﬁwhui fold..
thoirvlottars”inﬂa<mannarmwhinhmmaknauanmonxolnpawnnneoassanya)
Althoughk the situstion hed improved toward  the end .of our. stay,

-Paper wes;only”availablamin‘tha‘siornswinmirya%inﬂwnvary fow
‘weeke., At the Inatitute we had. to write our reports on colored

typewriter paper vwhich was hardly .suitable .for writing. in ink and
we oould only use one side ot.eanh.pagod..Ituw-wplannndmtn‘buy”
anything in the Fryawino stores ithat would require wrapping, we
hed to bring our own papar.. As in_other.thinge, however, there
wag-a -merked differnnao.in.tpe.availahility and. .quality of paper
in Mowcow as compared with Pryawino.. Although.paper had besz
soarce . in Mosoow between 194748, there was an.anmple supply im

" Ay -pears following, althougp the quality wes not good.  The

wtores in Moscow not only wrapped the items whioh had béesn bought,

.but. some. of.the largsr cnes aven had advertising slogans written

on their paper. (It is not quite true that adveritising does mot
oxist in the USSR, though of oourse it does not exist as a means
of ‘oompatition, since all piores ars state-owned,)

In the dissemination of political propaganda in the USER,posted
elogans only appenrsd in the streets at the approsch of one of
the national holideys suoch as % or 8§ Nay or 7 November. BSuch

' slogans were generally quotations of Marxz, Lenin, or Stalin.

Much more popular was the nse of plotures of lesding Soviet
figures--piotures of the enmtire Polithuro apyeared on 7 November, °
although they had little signifioance for moet of the Soriet
oitizens. TFlegs were cazried in the 1 ¥ay and 7 Novenmber
prooessiens which showed medallicns on which weve piotured the
heuds of Marx and Dngels or Leniz and Stalinm. Fosters showing a
Bed moldler gusrding hig eounizy were alaso displayed, Waile

Jesters were gexnsrally used enly at the time of national holidays,

soulptyral propegends was regularly diaplayed ia publio plasces,
The soulptures were 0f paper machs or plaster, not designed for a
leng-range period. Another form of deocorative propagands vas e
uae o ’ 8 iz writing slogans on the ground.

The Boviets wirs svidly interensted in the newspapers, but the supply

did mot equal the demand, Thenawsstands had sold all of %he lnlllugj =

PAPOTS puoh &E Iggxga_ and ;g;;igiwg‘lticr the first hal? heur
following delivery, DThexe wers & ways long lines of pecple at ¥he
stands when the papers arrived) sometimes there were net evea sncugh -
papexrs to supply the first lime. Bomehow, the Boviets did succeed -

in rending & paper during the dpy, either by siroulating the availllia?:

newspapers among themselves or by going to the lidrariss and walbing -
until one waz svailable. The guilding motive in their esgernens o
read the aewe wae thelr feay of another war, a fear which wan very
Brast and very widespread.

BECRRT
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Propagends tampaigns at Institute 160 also. reached thzir peak at
the time of the national holideys. As. these ho'idays . approsached,

"the employeeam desorated the plant (after hours, of. courge) with

postiers bemring .slogsns faor. ihe praservatiocn of pesce .or. guoting
one of the grest Marxists. These slogans remained. nntil the time
of the mexi. holiday. The use of .cartoons for propagenda purposes
was -alwo popular at the Institute. These cartoons. always depicted
the foollsh Westerm allies toying with dangsr and then blocked by
the wvalisnt Sovist soldier, eg, a picture of the Weatern allies
pPlaying with the atom bomb, or the Western wave threatening to
sngulf the Soviet.lighthoneg orapicture of the chained aegre being"
vhippoé at. the foot of the Statue of Liberty, captioned "This is
the Freedom. of . Ameriea%. . The approach of a nationsl. holiday had.
ita smusing aspects to uns bescause 3hey were heralded by . a. grnat
slasning campaign... Everything not of immediste nse. in the.
laboratories, effica, or workshops was. dropped. omt of the. wingoy.
Some - of the cbjestks thus discarded wers of sconsidérablh wvalue--"

dmbkass scraps of walusble ma s %8s Thase items piled mp -
- habaail the windows and wmare auently pleked 4p by the worker

whe sold them as gorap or used them for their own purposes.

|surrounded a chicken coop in Fryazino which

was. made of molybdsnum strips, which were waste material of the
metal gtamping shop snd which had been thrown out. Molybdenum. -
was very scarce im the plant, but i1t .had been dissvarded in -
preparati@u for the holiday without oonaideratimn of value ox: vathJ

%he firet isswes of the "wall papers™ of the plumta appesred on-
l Hay of saoh yesr. These papers were lsaued every four weeks by
& "newepaper collestive®. . WPhe Boreen” wae the nams of our plant
paper. i1t was written in longhand and. mimeographed and inoluded -
an -acoount ‘of the: ‘achievemente snd plans.of each aqpartnnnt, It
alsoe included oriticisms of employses who had heex idle. at their
work ‘ay who had, caused dansgs, emd a satirical column far svery
aoparﬁmont, in . rhiah fhu notivitieu of the d-partmont warq ‘
novprqu oriticized. .

'Orwtorioal propagands was not widely used &t the plmt. ‘Monthly

maotiqgl were held at whiol' the fulfillmpnt of, the last month's

' ..quo%a was disoussad; the plan for the next month was explained,

13.
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and oritiolsme WOro voloed against departments or 1ndividuu1l,
1nd1uding the departmeut head. Such eritiolsms, however, were

" now; taken {00 sericusly. Coomsionally, gatherings were hold at

vhioh tha represeniatives of the labor uniens. funotionsd as
spoakers. If & "resolution” was $o be mede~~usually s pledge of
sdditional efforte-the upo;hor- vere brought into the plant from
the' outside. On: puch’ ccoasions the plant was looked so that no

one oguld leave after the day's work. Lectures om the: international
sltuedion wers givon every two weeks. The topios vurio&. and. often
they gonoerned Soviet suocesses, of, Soviet cancer :o-dgr h or
Bovied tx;loratﬁnn of the Arotio reglons; rather: thnn world -vuntn-
These spoakers | | were c,nbrally

- very qcll informéd and disoussed such current topics as sooial-

dembopatio nypbﬁiﬁinn to Adenauer. The apeskers slways viewsd

the international ‘#itustion as one which sventually, would result

in %he soonomiq deprasaicon of the oapitelistic West. he Germans
wers normelly sllowed %0 attend thewe monthly ncotiacl. but we.

were exoluded from the ore that wap held 4in Maveh 1952. Durinc
Maroh and April, Fryazino was beaieged with a vizus gripps, [ |

| the Soviets sisted that thim .

virus way of UB origin una that the spreading of the opidonio was
the f£irsh great VB germ' sttack against the USBR. It was also
sheved ibat the, Americans had used germ warfaze in Koreij posters
were. ghoim dapiptinc North Koreans with pest boils.

Rndia e tnlwvilion ars very popular in the USBR. 4 lsborer
wonld raﬁhor ﬁoréte food 'for several monthe than be foroed to
part with His redidy almcet every femily, 1noludia¢ those of low
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income, hmve a . rsdic. Although itle Soviets have fhe radio relay .
system by which they can hear s program by merely plugging a )
loudspesker into .2 wall ontlet, they prefer ito.have a radiec set.
They -perticnlarly snjoy listening to foreign short wave.stations,
25X1 | |neither the VOA gop the BBE. programe
will chenge the attitude of the Soviets, either toward theilr own
govenment or teward. the Waat.. The Soviet doeg not naually knmr
hate or -envy;. he.does. not hate. imerica or the other Western
countries... quaver, it does not follew.that he believes what he
hears from.them over the radio. He is duite sure that his
government is lying and feels egually sure that America is lying.
The words which he hears on the radio aone evening will be gwept
‘from his mind when his government. begins. its propagands csmpaign

25X1

dgainset: the American sxploiters or disturbers of peace. 25X1
25X1 | ‘
25X1 t None of the three prospective buyers would aven
cohsider the purchase until.they had. deilamimd_tha.’ﬁ_thn_[u&_e_
of America" could be heard on the set. 25X1
25X1
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